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Nov. 1   “Robotic Surgery” 
   James W. Maher, M.D. 
   Professor of Surgery 
   Chief, Division of General Surgery 
   At the conclusion of this activity, participants should be able to: 

1) Review the evolution and limitations of laparoscopic surgery 
2) Describe current robotic systems – advantages and limitations 
3) Explain the current state of robotic surgery 

 
Nov. 8 MOCK ORALS – NO CME OFFERED 
 
Nov. 15 “Clinical Trials Questions in Colorectal Cancer Surgery:  Present Status” 
 Nicholas Petrelli, M.D. 
 Medical Director 
 Helen F. Graham Cancer Center, Wilmington, Delaware 
 At the conclusion of this activity, participants should be able to: 

1) Identify the 3 most important scientific questions to be answered in colorectal cancer surgery today 
inclusive of the important clinical trials to complete 

2) Review the present National Cancer Institute clinical trials dealing with the National Liver 
Metastases program 

3) Explain the chemotherapy – associated hepatic toxicities with reference to steatohepatitis, sinusoidal 
obstruction, and other vascular changes in the liver post systemic chemotherapy 

     
 Nov. 22  NO GRAND ROUNDS – NO CME OFFERED  
 
 Nov. 29  “Interesting Case Presentations” 
   Sara Rasmussen, M.D., PGY-4 General Surgery Resident 
   Omer Riaz, M.D., PGY-4 General Surgery Resident 

1) Review the range of experience available to senior level surgery residents 
2) Explain some of the interesting cases from which residents are trained 
3)   Identify the learning benefits from unique and interesting procedures  

 
 
 
The Virginia Commonwealth University School of Medicine, (VCU) is accredited by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education to provide 
continuing medical education for physicians.   
 
VCU designates this educational activity for a maximum of 1 AMA PRA Category 1 Credit(s)TM.  Physicians should only claim credit commensurate with the 
extent of their participation in the activity. 
 
Physicians may claim up to 1 hour in Type 1 or Type 2 CME on the Virginia Board of Medicine Continued Competency and Assessment Form required for 
renewal of an active medical license. 
 
Virginia Commonwealth University is an equal opportunity/affirmative action institution providing access to education and employment without regard to age, 
race, color, national origin, gender, religion, sexual orientation, veteran’s status, political affiliation or disability.  If special accommodations need to be made, 
please contact the Department of Surgery at 804-828-7874. 


